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The T.nj-n Cities and suburbs have just come through a shattering orperience, the
night of terror and destruction caused by the tornadoes. At this writing we have
nc :lr-,iea, of the total destruction or, rahich, if ar5p, of our members .are among the
vieLi-ms. Our hopes and prayers are to the effect that none have had to suffer
personaI iqjuries and that any property danage ui}l be minor. hre knou that
severt* of our members live :rear the affected areas but hope they were among the
lucly ones r^rhose homes escaped destrrctj-cn, I am sure I speak for the whole society
in offerirrg to ary who may have been affected, our heartfelt sympattry and promise
of ary help in the rebuilding of their gardens that, we ean give. Please let us
know! 

' .,r i,. +r lr i. l+ -)t l+ ++ +t ts is +r l+ +r ts +t .,$

Our next regular meeting is Thursd-ay May 20, 8300 p.m. and r,nlJ-l be held at our
regular meet ing place.. the Guaranty .State Ba,nk of' Bobbinsdal", 3700 West Broadway.
The program promises to be most irforn:ative ancl a must for those planning on
show'ing in the show June 5tfr anA 6tn (see The Presffiiltts Letter) so we hope to
have a large turnout. .

Right now the iris are looking healthy and huslcy so we hopd that everyone wilJ.
have a 1ot of prize winners.to bring to the annual show. If each member brought
his best blooms we could have a show to beat all shous. Come, participate, ard
know the thriJ.l of wirueing some ribbons. Each of you can do it. You know, dL
it takes is one bloom stalk to win the Queen of the ShEfii-so whether you bring one
or many we want, your entry. 0rr"1y I can make the show a suscess and we are depen-
ding on you! !

Ihe Garden Cor.rrt at Southdale is a most beauti-ful plaee to hold the show so letts
miice it the most beautiful show ever.

May eaeh one of you r,rin blue ribbons! !

PNESIDENTIS }ESSAGE

There is an o1d saying that one can hear the corn grow on hot sulnmer nights. titrile
I bave listened tntentJy, nD' imagination or hearing has afforded no satisfaction
of'sueh pleasure, but ue can see the iris gror.r.

With the beautiful perfect weather of the last few days, cultivating, fertilizing,
spraying, trimming, and general clean up, the iris has taken on a nelr shade of
s1:ring gieen, healthy and bold in appear€urce. If tlr-ts continues we wiIL see mar{f
sbalks of Amapding on the show tables Jurle 5th ard 6th. : ..

The iris show is to be held in the beautiful Court Iard of SoUthdale, 56th and
(over)



France Avenue. For those tranryorting flowers to the show, use the lower leveJ-,
going in the area from Frange Avenue via Dayton-Bachnran outdoor garden store. The
parking area is designated'eii.th the animals, Giraffe, Booster and Bear. Proceed
birectfy to the large glass doors for unloadilg, They lu:iJ} be,open at'6t00 a.m.
on Saturday June 5th. Once inside, the.'itar,g.e room to the Left wiIL be used for
set-bing up your displalr. .- I .-

i.

.Shoti s6hecluLes.have be"dii sent out. A little study of the sehedule tn advanee of
the show r.Aff be helpful to yorl. For those that have difficulty in Color Classi-
fications, making out;;tag$i and entering your speciman s!A]\, Irtr. Joe trJ.ithrolr r,riIl
Bi-'rre yoo asststanie on Saturday moln:Lng. We are pleased to.teIL'you that silver
il':i;i teaspoons wiLl be given to r^rirueers on the Court of Horior. the Queen and best
F::::aagementw5.[besive1,aspecia1si1verawa.rd..

- t-

',1i.-; neeting on May 20th:niIl begin at eight otu].ock. It !d11 be most interesting
;'.; :"eports r^rill !e given on the National Convention i.n Memphis, Temessee. Our

;-1;1:tl+r 
program w'i$ U:- one- of i{erest to alJ.. Slides wiIL be shown on the

t(j'..)c-ulon.or r-ns. for the shor,r, a]-so transporting of iris ancl shotr schedule
1.:"-',1.ained. by'Mrr'Gus Sindt. Wq i,rill,have the pleasure of Beei.:rg the art of flower
;'-::,:angements displayed by Charlotte Sindt.

i ,, rrrd,ke a special, efforb'to'attead
-aq

i ..i:)w r,ri1l .be;ravailable. 
:

(,ireta M. Kessenich . ,

President
t's +t- ++ t+

this nreetiilg. Entry and narfte tags for the

fris time is our busy tirye . ,

Shoi,r time our p1easllre tfne;
Let I s try for a big display of

,',- Eveqy une'take y'our:bestr

And, we ,lriiIl have tire'n1;rnber one
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la'st year we had the third' largest shor,r. Letls 
"3gh 

bring'b couple mopei$talks and,..make it second! Itith the annual show now approaching ana-tne uholc garden oourt atsouthdale 'to be filled with irises, may : tatrrthis Spport"otty to a,sk'for 
"p trrf:support you can marqsg- 

-plarry people are herd baek,rroir snomirg #;;j";;r;;";or laziness. Pleast $ontt fbt a:* of these,prgvent Srou from "irri[iii"e-6i"-;;;.
P tf". f*"b, T"r,J- ,of lhe trophies have- leen ,on O, those who have ent'ered fori th":iirst time, after having s"eir the orhib:i-tslir.ep*"viousyear" with thti'show freslr:: .:

:i.n mind they have looked at theLr'own irises anti told themselves, rrsurely thebb' are
;; g;a as ihgs" thgt won..at the.showil? Come and prove your fJ-owers are ps .good as

'..;r6r."ts, or tt pe"tiaUs they are'not so goocl as you hoped, resolve to study ttre
,i;irri1€rsr ask Erestioiis and try again nexb ygar, ,,;,U U V

,". 
" 

", 

t'' 
"' "'' "

ir'iris is the rest of'ttre article by David, Sindt which we could not squeeze in last
n.:nth, The last part appeared in Last mont}'ts bulletin--put the two together for
the complete article. Sorry we had to divide it this way.

David Sindt, dwarf enthusiast, r^ror:J.d li&e some help in finding some older varieties



:f dward iris. He states that the editor of the Dwarf Iris Society Portfol-io is
;eeking some of the old.er dwarf for historical co
,ime and thorrght he rri.ght have sold some, to our members. If ar6rone has them he
,hirrks a trade can be worked out he has Rot already"filled'out the,Ilst. The
rarieties hq,ryas..seeking.were: Blue Flpsh, Blue iulabco.!, CreamjDellght, i{sather
'Ioom, Intrigue, Pam, Bose B1ush, Beauty $pot, Ink Spot and Wee Adniral. ,'If you '

ave arry of theeB pleasd call-.Oavta or hio father at'777-6b29 for firrther informa-
ion. ir,

x x +s +t tT t+ lt +s +s +t +t *:x * x ++.++ .n' i: ..

CHOOSING A tilINNES FROM TIIE DI/,IARFS r'r:, ;

- ;, :, by David B. Strdt

A.th tiru irr"r"asing iniprest, in dwarf iris as well as the" other non-t411 bearded
r.tnpesr it has occurred to; me that.many of you might'Ue inlesested"in the awards of
i:l:e Dwarf ,nri3 Society of Arnerica'for what the AIS terms; M{ntature Dwarf :Bearded.
.'he DIS ts;.i1ot a oection of th'e Af$ but an independent soctety ui-th it,s own ar'rards
:;,istem, though, of course, there is a gi'eat ove:lap'in mbmbership. The DIS awards

'rr:nd, to be a nore accurate indication of guaXity than the AfS Honorable Mention.,Ar.rd
,,,,?arne Award because. the judges that vote 'on them are' all dwarf iri-s specialisls
l"l,:gical.ly enough!), though here agaln tliere is overlap between thb varieties'that
'r;'i-n AIS and DIS awards.

The top A.trATd ,qf thg DIS is ca'l] ed the lrtertter Welch Award. Before 1:961, it ryas
ee]led the DfS Meda-}, and either name may be found in the priie'l:ist deacriptions.
Cne vari.ety'inins this amrd each year, and tt is a real- equiva}int to the Dykes
Medal for Lhe;talJ bearded irises, Next in line; requivalent. to the AfS Award of
i{erit, is the Blqe Bibhon Award, lini-ted to five'varities eaeh year. A variety mrst
r^rin this atrand to. he elig:ible fbr the lrJalter Wg1"$h Atrard. ,Andlr: eqtrivalent to the
AIS Honorable illention, .ii the Award of Special'ffiit, awardeiir'to aLL varieties that
get five or more votes each year, or IQ per cent'of the 50 accredited judges. A

iariety raust win this a;nrard to be eligible forthe Blue Eibbon Award.

Here, thenr. is a list of the ten varieties of d,tuarf irttes tha! hane won the l,falter
I'Ielch Award, with a brief descriptibn of each.. . :." 

t., 
-'

tg55 - Path of Gold (Hodson }9lr1) Bni a clear:smooth mediun yelJ-ow, very dependable,
reststant !o mosaic. (caparne Award, 1957).'

tg56 - Blazon (welcrr;,f957) 7 'l; .a,deep maroon self with a healy gold beardr. Blol^rs'

lg57 - Sp*Xfi* hy"r'(Wef ch'tgli)' 7rr; an orquis{ielaroena with pure urtrite stqrr{ards,
deep'vtblpt fe11s.edged ,in white, tempetramental gror^rer in.most'p1aces, bub no
more so,in Liinnesota-than elsewhere, and,wbll'r,lorth' t'he oitra tf.orble;.'...' '

i-g58 - gutlertatt (zi6k1er, 1951i) ?t';'a perky bright yellow arenerta lrybrid ?dth
horizoatal faIls, prolliic'grower, a notable improvembnt on.Keepsake, TirV

Treasure, and Y3.o.
1?59 - Blue.Frpst' (Doriott,J:957) S|t; an enqulsite pal.e blue self of near perfect form,

grows we]I. (Caparne Auar., L959).
1950 - Cherry Spot (WeJ-e]n 1956) 7,,i another amoena, thls time in white and blng-cherry

'red (or. browntsh red), good grower, no other Lris ln this eolor combinatlon.
.(capirneAuardr,.ilg6o). - : : '' :

1g61 - l,r,elf Eyes (B.-Jones, 1958) $tt3 afl amoena orr the lti:es of $parkling F,yesr but
the spot (which is the teciurlcal term for.the pattern in the fal.ls of a dwarf
amoena, neglecta, variegata, or rrPinnacleir. t5rpe) is descrtbed as blue rather
than violet arrA it is a-muci: better grower (I liave not seen this variety in
bloom '{et ) , (Caparne Ar^rard, 1961).

't, (over )



"-962 - Perhf (We1cn W59) 7t,i a rather different. purple bi-tone described as
purple, very attractive and very vigorods,

:963 - 0rchid. FLair "G.{ahooe 1960) 6:TE deep orchid near se}f with'a white beard,
described as vigcrous. (f +o rrot.have thts inqr garden'yet.)

:96L - Atomlc BIue (weLetr, ig6o) h*,'; a pure pa].i ulue ot-pure punrila parentage, 
:

thus b3.oorning very early, of occelilent,form and v1gor. (I al,so do not have ..

this variety in.rqp garden yet.)

0ther Caparne Award winners, which have not won the Welch Award, are: l95O - Sor:nd
.,ioney (Sass 1935) yelloir; l95]- - Primus (welcfr 1951) vaiiegata, L952 - Atroriolacea
(Todaro 1856) early pr:rple; 1953 - Beauty Spot (Mam 19h?) purple; L95b - April Mora
(Welch t952) Light blue pure pumilaS Jr95B - Veri Gay (hlelch 1951+) variegatai 1962 -
B1ack Baby (Sass 1955) Aeep red-vtolet; ].:9$ - Bee fiings (A. Broun L959) variegata;
L96b - Fashion Iady (We1c}. 1955) yellow. AIL''of these Caparne- Award .wir:ners since
195L (including April Morn) have won the Blue Ribbon Award of the DIS uith the
encception of Bee Wings, which won an ASM ln }95h.' The ol-der Caparne Award ninners
were really out-dated by the time the DfS Award!, came thto ocisiienje.

A-,.rther criteria of quality is the DIS arurual qrmpbsi-um, which: I'i-sts the top 5O
';r.:,t'ieties of dr^rarf irts as voted onby the entire raenrbership of .,the DfS. It differe
:i:.'c.,m the AIS Popularity PoLL ln that each member rates his 25 favorite varieties
r,; A, B, C, D, or E quality (5 of each) and it is the cuimrlative quaJity rating
-r,rLher than the popul-arity of eaeh variety that is tabulated, on the basis of L00 :

:cer cent for A, 90 per cent for B, and so on to 60 per cent for E. 'Howeveir, F mini-
raum of 1O votes is required for a variety to be included, elj.minating the posstbility
of three or four peopJ-6 gettin'g together to get a brand new v.ariety tray up at the
top by alt giuing it anA. Ratings in 196h'ranged from 93 per cent for #1 to 68

:;
It might be of ,interest to'you first to note the ratings in f96h of tho Walter Welrch
Am,rd and Caparne Award''w'iqners of the past 15 years. The nr:mber at the first is
the syrnposium rankr. the per beirt is the rating.

';

Sparklirg Eyes . BOf, (Welch,
- Caparne Awards, 1957 & 1956)

Perlqy 79y, (Welctr Award 1962)
Blazon .- 7B% (w,efch, Caparnb
rw#dq, L95fr & +?5il"'Cherry Spot rD |B't (Welcrr and
Caparrle .$rnrards, 196 0)
'Veri' Ga3r, - 77,f? (Caparne Award
1e5B ) '

April Morn'- 75% (Caparne Award
1951+)
Butterball - 7 2/, (Wetefr Aroard
1e5B )

:. :-;
petunia

Awards, tgSg) '

5. Atornic &Lue .- 87% (welcfr Award fp6lr) 26.
6. Angel Eyes - S7/,, (t{elch arrd Caparrre, e8:

B. Fashion lady B57l (Caparne Award 196l+) 29.
16. Orchid. Flair B3f, (lnlekrr Award 1963 )
U, Bee Wings . S3f, (caparne Awgrd., L963) 33','
2A. B1ack Baby !. B2/, (Caparne Award, lg6?) , ,' 

37 .

hl+'..

Other award winrrers are no lorrger rarrked,
of the competitlon of newer varieties or

A fuIL 3.isting of the.top 3O gathis liet of 50 varieties'Lncludes *ry BIue RLbbon

1. Blue Frost ,' ' " : : 3.
2. Already 92'/, (copper red) ' u.. , h.

due either to lack of popularity in face
ratings too low to: inctrude in the Li.st,



Atomic Blue
Angel Eyes
Heart I s Content B6I, (white-violet

anroena )
Irasi:ion l,ady
Folira Dot B5/, (whtte-smal} violet

dot on fa1ls )
lC. Nancy iularia B|f, (ff efrt blue )
11, Bright l,ihite BL$ (pure white)
A2. Fairy DeII B)47; (orchid)
13. i,Jhite l''tite B'iJ% (lrhite pure prxnila)
th. Blaek Top W'fr (violet black)
L5 . Orcirid Sheen B3'/, (orchid prire pumila )l-6. 0rchid F1air
17. Bee Trtings
18. Cradle Blue B3r3 (U.eht blue )
1:9, Ablaze Bzf (',rarlegata)

TheDwarfIrisSocietya1sopubtr.ishesananrrua1co1orsyrnpos1um,.ratedsimi1ar1y
to the general syrnposium, but listing varieties in 22 coloy,'groupiugs so that
varieties in less popr:Iar colors that may not erren be recognized on the general
symposium can be rar&ed together and compared. 0n the 1i-st,1le1ow, I hayp inclEded
the top-rarrked vartgty in 'ach coior plus: ar6r other varielies that I have Juentioned
earlier. You wiIL notice that ratings (%) Ard order of rank often change when.only .

varieties of a single eoLor are:eomlJared. L:ern idcluding.in parentheses the.general
symposi'um rank and./or top award(s) tr"rortr ''' ".; l ,',i. '.i

i'illlTE

f . i.Jhite i{ite Bg/, (13 )2. Bright White BBf, (11)
OitANGE

?. Golden Cupid B9{, (l+ )
TAN--BITFF BIE}IDf-nffiFZi (l+g)
GREEi\i

il*Treenie 9l%
BLI]E

(--).

5.
Ce

7.

2a.
21.
2?.

23.

2h.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

(

Black Baby
Claire B?il (bright blue )
K+ick Knack B2/, (blue--white
, plicata)

Blue l{hiskers, Sf,fi (YelJ.ow,, i

, violet beard)
Cradle Days SV,. (arooena, blerded

,broarn falts )
Sparkling Eyes
Perky
Blue DoII 79f, (b1ue-laveader )
Blazon ;

Cherry Spot
G*y- tlssie 7 B% (ninnaele

"pattern)
.a'

8.
9.

t- .

tBLtrilf'rI'..,. l

h. Butterbuif ,i6f, (Ui; 
-rdeilh 

1g5B)
5, Path of Gold 757; (--; lrlelch 1g5S;

Caparne L957 ) '

.Bn0l'jll :

f*Buster Brown 96/, (--)
BI{IE --W LIO l,il BI,III{D
T-- B 9W (23)
,, I,A',Ini{DEh- {" .',. ; '

f:-**Atomic BIue 92f,2 .trl-ue Frost ?trt
LeSe)

3, irancy l;iaria E6% (10) :

l; , ;laire 77i!, ( 2f- ) i

5 , firad1e Blue 75il (Ig ) :

i,-1.:ii,ET

I."''*ffiolet Night 929l (--)
PUH,PIE I ,

1; 
*Erlqf 

9V, Q6; We1ch 1962)
h. Blazon 7gf, (28; Wbl-ch tg56;

Caparne lg52)
5 " Atroviolacea 6p% (--; Caparne 3:952)
COPPER- -BiiONZE BIEi'lD
T;'- T,TttIF;EffiI * 

W( r - )
2 " Already B*f" (2 )

.s

$; Welch 1961+)
(1; Idelch, Caparne

OH,CHID PINK
ffi*Sturr gz% (:)
2. Orchid Flair 92f, (16; hielch
3. orchid Sheen 9W, (15 )

1----rG.i.{-{-t*:mI.*@-an+ gaucer 92f, (--)
RED

.'

1e63 )



T'/AEIEGATA

ffi Sgf, (19)
2. Veri Gay BSf" (33; Caparne 1958) 

\

3 " Bee itlings 7 S% (1?, Caparne .f9$)
6 . Prirnus 7 2/, (-:.i Caparne 1951)
PI}N'IACTE
ffE?iEnt spring BBfr (--)
h. Gay Lassie 7I?, (:01 " ;

PIJCAT'A

t,,, .o

i'

(6; Ii'Ielch, Caparne

,'i, Sparkline Eyes B|f, QS i Welch
Caparne L956)

3. Heart I s Corrterrt BZf, (7 )
h. Cherry Spot 7B/, t29, tr'fie1ch Capdrne

. , r 1960)
' 
5 . Po1ka Dot 77f, (g )

If-T:ngle Eygs, 9L/,
,:, 1g61) 

I ;

a957;

As you can see, the lists are nbt all perfectly consistent, showing Perhaps mgstly
that people are not consistent. And while I would agree r,alth the oolor symposiums ,i ...
ratings in preference to.the general syrnposium oa some colors, there are others in
whieh I prefer the order at least of the general syrnposi-um (i.e., r,rhlie, orange,
copper-bronze blend, Pinnacle). And, of course, there are the lnevltable rnis-
eategorlzations of color, zuch as calli-ng Already a copper-bronze blend instead of

hltrat r,re come down to, of course, is that familiar advice.youlve aIL heard so oftenr,.,
that you should see the variety in bloorn before you buy !t. 'But what that often
leads to, r:rrfortunately, is that you donlt buy arything becatrqe you canlt get to a
garden during blooming season, or when you 4o get there, the'right varieties are
not in bloom. As the oniy DIS accredited judge ln Minnesota, this is n6r problem.
0f course, I Lqy,e vislted official DIS test.gardens in,.both Oinaha, irlebraska, and
i{iddlebury, IildiEaa. Eut I cannot go every'treek to eee evgrjrflring; I have never
seen, for instanee, ary of the pure pumilas. irt bloom outside of my own garden
because they bloom so earl;r in relation to'the other varieties. But in looking
over the lists this year, for instarice, f feeL that Atom:ic Blue looks }ike q.rather
safe investrnent, even at two d.oJ.lars. Also, by'studying these ratings, I get an ::

?\- 7S -rr- ?f ?s ?f 7f ?f 7r -ra 7l ?\- ?f -rf ?f ?F x h-

Dontt use a detergent for a spreader-sticker."
Do use a conmercial spreader-sticker or.makg,,Jou offir r,ritfr F'els Naptha soap and hot
water. ,,,. j: ., ,

Donlt use DDT alone in a spray solution for iris borer; '

Do mix in a miticide or Ualatirion to control red spider.n A good fungicide such as
Fermate or Pargate can be added to the m:ixbure to control" lea.f spot,apd other diseas-
€sr DDf, alone upsets the ballance of 'natr:re ardrpermits: red spidir to run rampant.

Donlt fertiltze iris or bu.Ib plants rnrith manure. i

D* use bone meal-, super phosphate or' a mineralized fertllizer contai,ni-ng not nore
*.at, 5/" rri-trogen which should be kept at least si:r inches from the rhizomes or
pian'bs.

Donrt apply hydrated l.ime to the iris bed..
Do use crushed lime-stone if the soiJ. is too acid, Pot^rdered rypsum is beneficia.L.
Keeps them healthy.

Donlt s&nr rT cannot spray rry iris for I dontt harre a sprayer.rr
iro use a plastic squeeze bottle that' Dreft cr Ivory detergent comes in. Donlt cut
i;i:re tj-p lrith scissors bat shave with a. knife bia.i.e unti_] a nii;dIe can be fcrced
Lii:.'ough making a tiny hcle" Serves tlie pur.pose c.r a sprayer :;-f you Lrarre ,rnly a
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the iris leaves when
escape the spray and

G. B. Gable
+l- +t +i +S :)i fl- +f {- tt +(. -}l -)$ +t tt -}t +i +i t+, 

GAHIEN VISTTING

?his year letts mind cirr manners when visiting.gardens! Every ga:r'dener loves to
have you come to see the results of his effort,s, but he shudders when you have a
large danglipg purse or a coat over your arm, whlch you nonchalantly drag through
his blooms. , , . If you.i{UST bring the snal1 kiddles, be swe they are warned
before-hand to stay out of the garden and see that they do" 01der children who are
realJy interested are more then weLcome.

'

i,fost gardeners are happ;r to share pollen r^rith you but please ask for i.t. Most of
them prefer to gather it'for you because it is so easy to danrage the blossom, even
when using tweezers. A1so, it is censidered r:nethical to ask for poJJ.en of some-
thing that is being tested for posslble introduction. Once it has been i-ntroduced;
it is in the same class, as other named varietiesa

As a guest in someonets home, you r+<ruldntt.think of saying, ,Ilrlhat do you want that
oId-fashioned lan,p for? Throw it or.lt anC get somettring that is up-to-dat€.tt . . .
Arenlt you gutlty of the same breach of etiqrrette when you ask your garden host,
rrlirihat do you wani those oId irts for? Dig them out and get son'iethi.ng new.,,? Maybe.

friend LIKES his old iris or keeps them for sentimental reasons.

ABOVE ALL, remember, walking CROSSI,ilAYS through, the nows is the CABDIM.I, SIiitr of
garden visiting.

AIL this may sor:nd persnickety but, espeicially if your host'is a hybridizer, break-
ing off a _blossoro or a pod may set his work back one fuII- yeai" D0 plan to visit
more gardens this year but:letls keep the Golden RuIe in *f :l we wiIL be welcome
norbyear! ! t . .

',t +t ++ ''t t" tS l+ t$ .r& -,'r *e *$ * +e t& *' ''|!-'''t
I4ll{Al IS IT? : ,

The stsidards set up by ttre, AtS for the various clasies of iris are worth kaowing.
i's more breeders regist,er and more growers list according'to the stardards, it
becomes easier for gardeners to seleet plants and for hybridizers to identify use-
fu3. materia1-. However, controversy rears its head whenever standards are setr.
becau'se!' ihere are alwa;rs mavericks that.oontt fit. OccasionalJy, an ir$ustice is
suffered by a worthy variety whether thii determining factor is tnches, bloom, Eeason,
g;e;:.etic background or what have you. This can be understood readily when you
:'en.t)mber the difficulties that ari.se at snow time when exhibitors and the color
*.1-assifioatiori book meet.head on;' The: iris is much'boo variable to be confined.by

j,

bJl:en is an iris an Aril? ,,IF it because of a certain percentage of aril,biooo?.,'ffratis the criterion but mary i.ri,ses that are aril award rnriorers look and grow 1ik$ta}l
beardeds. The aril standard does' not eonsider'hriight o, u"*rorr. Moonchild is anarilbred and looks it but it has won its awards as-an inteymediate. There are arilsthat fit the st'andards for: d.warfs and borders too.r B'Lt the system has irchievpd. oneresuLt that woirld justif! it.even'if it eventuglly proye.s a fli.ture.--ti.frae il$"6
'greatly to accelerati: the production, and irirpOliJtiop of improved'iri-s6s in;a.Lil, ,, .'

si.z,es dnd seasons, '. Iris specl-ali-sts.for too lgng enamoreilrn:i.th thg vistas',,bpen; , ; ..,,.:.. , , ;(<iv.e.r).
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':y tetrapl oid size ard color, have conpdntrated thei.r
"il:o could blame them? fne reiults lool(ed fieat'on the
?he thirty year romance has given birth to tsonders to
possible in tfr" iris familY;

efforts on the big boYs.
show table :asl' theY sold.

the neglect of'the range
' ' .': .

.l

It is a thankless task to'produce a product for Whlch there is ltttle if ary C*,-

mand, so, although marry felt tfre negd of new types of plant material, hybridizing
outside if,e t"UI remained a sort of baqkl^Iater occupation--a tnlfLg ec99n!$c?' it ,.
fact. Adnr-ired in a Paul Qbokr it was considered somethigg of.'a. nut actility- tn
those of less orhaulted heputation. ,.Cookts ecperiments wit'h ototic.species,b.ggame
a matter of wide interest with the.advent.qf whole cloth, melodramg', YIde wo{ld1r
and others. In a very methodical manner he brought compJ.etely ribw th-dracteri-sttcs.

,' ' jr

l.fith the establishment of class standards carne the establishment of awards for
these classes. tihen these awards were given a real'value within the AIS awards
system, they began'tq look as though they were wdrth taking seribue"ly. After aLLr. .

the Hans ard Jacob $ass,Award for intermediates was deemed,the equtvalent of an
award of merit. Anyr,ray lrou look at it, competition arncng intermediates d.oes not
begin to approach the heat at the TB ievel.. A reputation couid be made with a
littIe knowledge, persistence, and Iuck.

But the inevitable happened almost before the ink r,ras dty. Keep scor:ring the earth
for rare species; keep mixing up the genes ar:d chromosomes, arrd you just know that " '

the results l'rill be awkr^rard for the established order. ;:

spripg of .pumila'anO, fg cr'osses and
are supposetL to' bloom between the dwarf..ald intermediate se5s'ons. But donet bet on
ib. f tfrfnt it was Bea'Warburton who '^rrote to the.rrMed.iarriterr that she wondered'if
ar6/one would be intere.s-ted in.some p'etty SB seedlings of hers that bloomed durirq
the taII season. She had to be kidtii"ng. .:' :''t 

-,r, 1 i

MaybelJ-e Wfightrs porcelain-like blue bordir seedling lq a real shorty, and it is a
tetraploidl If it 1ack6d a couple of more inches it could"present a stic$5r classi-

Pewee is "a miniatuie talL' and should bloom u:ith the taEs. It is a trifle eager
though and rushes'the season'quite a bit. Awk^r'ard for tAble brdeders, sinoe'it has
no.poHen and. .is. o4ten.throqgh bloOlning wtren the rest of the group is getting'
started.. 'That may eccount fgr 'a11 the {r,i,arfs. it,,l"u produced among its .children

I have ,a deplol.d dirarf that bloom6 rorithrthe tqlJ.s and a mtniature dwarf that prefers
the1ateinte3med.i.atii.:season.'..i]i,.,'

. ., -i:
All very upsetting !f rational consisteney glves you pled,sure, but if you find the
rrwildering mazesrt exciting and are grateful for ar4y lovel5r flower by wliateiver name

it is knor,rn, these are rewarding days for backyard enperi.mer.ti.ng. Let the'purists
worry about the standards. Have fun.

Carol
+r ++ ++ * t+ ts ',r +T ,$ # ++ +t ++ .,+ ts ++

FAVOBITE THNEE

Iv$r favorite is the oldest Lris ta rrqp garden" It has a nrrvelous odor and is violet
in color with a scent J-tke grape popr and guess what? Thts w:inter I forgot her
aame--nlave ca].led a dozen peopS.e and no one can remerrber--its that old! The next is
Lady Bascawer--she l.ikes iL wher:ever I put her and holds her h65d-ffifli, with lots of
BIffi-s:-Sils elegant whlte ant delightfulJy ruffled. The third is the baby and one
of the newest, Frost ancl F1sme. It is a wonderful thrill to look at her snow urh*''lte
flo-ner and bri@ red beard. Now you knoru the Grandmother, the Lady,

I.arrkow
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and the Baby in my Garden! Ethel Smith


